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Our children of the parish have just given us a great dramatic introduction to the story of St Peter. A 

story which is a rich and complex one – Their dramatic presentation showed a few highlights (or 

lowlights) from Peter’s life - Like Jesus giving Peter his nickname (the rock) but then shortly 

afterwards, Peter becoming a stumbling block to Jesus. Like Peter walking on the water to Jesus but 

the doubting and starting to sink. Like Peter not wanting Jesus to wash his feet or Peter denying Jesus 

three times at his arrest but then later being forgiven by the Risen Christ and becoming a courageous 

leader at the birth of the church at Pentecost. So many dramatic and human moments in the great 

faithful life of our Patron Saint.  

Let me share with you a beautiful sonnet about Saint Peter by Malcolm Guite from his book 

“Sounding the Seasons – Seventy Sonnets for the Church Year.” 

 

St Peter 

Impulsive master of misunderstanding 

You comfort me with all your big mistakes; 

Jumping the ship before you make the landing, 

Placing the bet before you know the stakes. 
 

I love the way you step out without knowing, 

The way you sometimes speak before you think, 

The way your broken faith is always growing, 

The way he holds you even when you sink. 
 

Born to a world that always tried to shame you, 

Your shaky ego vulnerable to shame, 

I love the way that Jesus chose to name you, 

Before you knew how to deserve that name. 
 

And in the end your Saviour let you prove 

That each denial is undone by love. 

 

I think there is a bit of Peter in all of us which is why he makes such a good patron saint. His faith 

journey is not perfect. His many setbacks and failures are enshrined in the pages of the bible for all to 

see. Yet he persists. He keeps on loving and following. As that sonnet says: his broken faith is always 

growing. Isn’t that what we all want? Not to be perfect but that our imperfect faith might continually 

be developing and growing stronger.  

Today as we give thanks for St Peter, a disciple we know so well, we take to heart his faith journey, 

the way he grew into the name Jesus gave him – Petros the rock, sometimes rocky in his faith, but 

nevertheless growing into being a rock of foundation for the church. Our New Testament reading 

today from the first Letter of Peter puts it so beautifully: “like living stones let yourselves be built into 

a spiritual house”. Peter “the rock” allowed himself to be a living stone continually being built into 

the spiritual house of Jesus’ church.  

We have to acknowledge that it's hard to build with living stones. We can be inconsistent. Strong and 

dependable at times. Weak and unreliable at others. But that is what the church is - a community of 



wonderful yet imperfect people - and we can find both comfort and challenge in the fact that Jesus 

chose inconsistent fallible disciples like Peter, and like each of us, to build his kingdom.  

Whilst Peter is a fallible human disciple, his story is also filled with wonderful successes that are 

scattered in amongst the failures. He recognises Jesus’ true nature – “you are the Messiah the son of 

the living God” [Matt.16:16]. He does actually step out of the boat in faith [Matt.14:29]. He does 

actually follow Jesus when he is arrested [Matt.26:58]. He believed the women dsiciples and ran to 

see the empty tomb [Luke 24:12]. He recognises Jesus on the beach [John 21:7]. He accepts Jesus’ 

forgiveness and commits himself to follow Jesus [John 21:15-17]. He speaks with power at Pentecost 

[Acts 2:14-36] and from our first reading today he advocates for the inclusion of Gentile believers as 

full and equal disciples – saying there is “no distinction between them and us” [Acts 15:9]. These are 

amazing marks of discipleship and leadership which stand alongside his failings and inconsistencies.  

So, we give thanks today for Saint Peter and we give thanks for our St Peter’s church. Built on the 

spot where 185 years ago on 1st January 1837 the Reverend Charles Beaumont Howard held the first 

church service in the colony of South Australia. Then 175 years ago yesterday (25th June 1847) the 

diocese of Adelaide was established by Letters Patent and the first Bishop, Augustus Short, was 

consecrated on St Peter’s Day 29th June 175 years ago in Westminster Abbey before he journeyed to 

Adelaide. Also 170 years ago in 1852 the first St Peter’s Church at Glenelg was built on this land set 

aside by Colonel William Light for the purpose.  

Since that time the people of this parish have been the living stones of Jesus’ church. We have 

worshipped in this church and we have added other places of worship in the parish – St Martin’s 

Church, St Michael’s war memorial Chapel, St Margaret’s chapel at St Peter’s Woodlands school. But 

they are just stone buildings, the living stones of the church are you and me, and the people who 

came before us and those who will follow after us. We are the church, there is no church without us. 

Saint Peter did not have a building at Pentecost when the church was born. The church was simply 

the Gospel message of salvation, and the changed lives and faithful discipleship of Jesus’ followers.  

We give thanks that we have beautiful buildings, sacred spaces, in which to gather and pray and 

worship. But let us never believe that the church is a place, it is always first and foremost a people. A 

group of flawed but faithful followers like St Peter.  

Thanks be to God.  


