
Weddings in the Anglican Parish of Glenelg 
St Peter’s, 1 Torrens Square, Glenelg 

St Martin’s, 45 Hastings Street, Glenelg South 
 

Introduction 
 
If you have just decided to get married, the first thing to say is – Congratulations! 
 
St Peter’s Parish church is a particularly beautiful church in which to ask God’s blessing upon 
your marriage. The church can easily accommodate up to 300 attendees, and also has a side 
chapel of St Michael’s for small weddings of less than 30 attendees. 
 
A church wedding is an expression of faith. As St John wrote “God is love, and those who live 
in love, live in God and God lives in them.” (1 John 4:16)   God is known and experienced 
through our relationships and helps us grow in relationship. A Christian wedding celebrates 
this reality of faith. 
 

A Couple’s prayer 
God of tenderness and strength, 
You have brought our paths together and led us to this day; 
Go with us now as we travel through good times, 
Through trouble, and through change. 
Bless our home, our partings and our meetings. 
Make us worthy of one another’s best, 
And tender with one another’s dreams. Amen. 

 

Requirements 
Weddings in the Anglican Church have to meet the legal requirements of the 
Commonwealth Marriage Act and are officially registered with the Government of South 
Australia Consumer and Business Services department for Births, Deaths and Marriages. 
Weddings within the Anglican Church also have to meet certain requirements of the 
Anglican Church in terms of their form and who can take them. It should be noted too that 
under the Commonwealth Marriage Act, an Anglican Minister is only registered to take an 
Anglican Wedding service. Therefore an Anglican Minister is not legally allowed to take what 
might be called a civil or “non-religious” ceremony. The following sections spell out some of 
the requirements further: 
 

Legal Requirements 
1. Notice of Intended Marriage – This form must be filled in at least a month before the 

date of marriage. It is usually filled in with the priest in your first meeting. This form 
requires birth certificates and photographic identification. 
 

2. Birth Certificates – Both bride and bridegroom need to provide birth certificates to 
be sighted by the priest. If you were born in Australia this is a requirement. If you do 
not have your birth certificate you will need to order one through the department of 
Births, Deaths and Marriages. http://www.cbs.sa.gov.au/births-deaths-marriages  
If it is the case that you were born overseas, and do not have a birth certificate and 

http://www.cbs.sa.gov.au/births-deaths-marriages/


obtaining one will not be possible, only then may a passport be used as 
identification.  
 

3. Photographic identification is also required in addition to a birth certificate and 
usually a current Driver’s License or Passport will suffice for this.  
 

4. If one or both parties were previously married, then evidence of death, nullity or 
dissolution (divorce) must be provided to be sighted and recorded by the priest.  
 

5. The couple would both normally be over the age of 18. If this is not the case, please 
see the Marriage Act Part II – “Marriageable age and the marriage of minors” 
https://www.legislation.gov.au/Details/C2016C00938 for details of consents and 
approvals needed for someone under the age of 18 to marry.  
 

6. The witnesses to the marriage in the marriage service are also legal witnesses for the 
purposes of the Marriage Act and so need to be over the age of 18. You may still 
have a ‘best man’ or ‘maid of honour’ who is under 18 but they will not be able to 
sign the forms and certificates in the wedding service. You would need to pick an 
adult for that role.  
 

7. Making Declarations - Prior to the wedding (usually at the rehearsal) both the bride 
and groom make a declaration witnessed by the priest that there is no legal 
impediment to their marriage.  
 

8. A leaflet entitled “Happily Ever… Before and After – information for couples planning 
to marry’ prepared by Commonwealth Government will be provided to you by the 
priest. This contains further helpful information regarding health and welfare 
benefits, change of name, citizenship, wills and taxation.  
 

9. Same-sex couples – It is a cause of great rejoicing that marriage equality has been 
achieved in Australia, however, under the Commonwealth Marriage Act, religious 
celebrants can only preside at service approved by their particular denomination. 
This is an ongoing debate in the Anglican Church which has not yet been resolved. 
The clergy of this parish are fully supportive but sadly cannot yet officiate at your 
wedding. If you wish, feel free to discuss with us what role we can take, how we can 
help in planning your service and putting you in touch with a Christian Civil Celebrant 
or a Christian church of another denomination that can provide for your wedding.  
 

Church Requirements 
1. The Minister - Weddings in an Anglican church are usually conducted entirely by an 

ordained Anglican Priest. Sometimes, by request, some of the roles in the wedding 
can be shared with a pastor or minister from another church. An Anglican priest who 
is not the priest at the church you wish to marry in, may be invited to conduct the 
wedding with the approval of the priest of that church.  
 

https://www.legislation.gov.au/Details/C2016C00938


2. Baptism- Normally one or both of the couple should have been baptized. Baptism 
can be arranged in the lead up time to the wedding should you wish to pursue this. 
 

3. Remarriage after Divorce - Divorced people can be re-married in the Anglican 
Church. Divorce papers will need to be viewed and recorded by the priest for the 
completion of Marriage paperwork.  
 

4. Planning the wedding with the priest - Planning a wedding usually includes about 
three meetings with the priest plus a wedding rehearsal sometime during the week 
leading up to the wedding. The priest handles all the official government paperwork 
as well as helping you plan the wedding ceremony. The couple has responsibility to 
prepare an order of service (wedding booklet) with guidance from the priest. The 
Anglican Wedding service provides an overall structure with a variety of options for 
the couple to choose. A copy of the Anglican service can be viewed on our parish 
website along with suitable bible readings for weddings. There is flexibility to include 
other options within the structure of the Anglican service (such as poems, readings, 
performances etc.) and this can be discussed with the priest to make the service a 
personal celebration of your unique relationship. 
 

5. Wedding Preparation / Counselling - We recommend that all couples undertake 
marriage preparation and recommend either: 
▪ Anglicare SA Relationship Support https://anglicaresa.com.au/children-

families/relationships/family-relationship-support/ 
 

6. Cost - The all-inclusive fee for a wedding at St Peter’s Church is $1600. This includes 
the use of the building, the services of the priest, the services of an organist, 
Flowers, cleaning and the provision of a verger who will unlock and lock the premises 
and be on hand for practical assistance. Regular parishioners who are already 
financial contributors to our weekly Planned Giving Program receive a discount on 
this amount. 
 

7. Community Centre - The parish community centre can be hired for an extra cost, 
should you wish to use this for drinks following the service. Please inquire at our 
church office about hire charges. 
 

8. Notification of Cancellation – Once the deposit of $500 has been paid the date is 
secured. Should the couple choose to cancel this booking, the church would retain 
this as a cancellation fee. Changes to the date of the wedding can be accommodated 
by negotiation without fee.  
 

9. Flowers – The parish flower arrangers organize the flowers and can match the colour 
themes to the wishes of the couple. Two vases are placed near the front of the 
church. Colour themes should be discussed with the priest or Parish admin assistant. 
The Flowers once placed in the church then remain there for the following services.   
 

10. Pew Decorations - Decorations may be provided by you (or your florist) and placed 
on the end of the pews, but these should be tied on and not stuck or pinned. The 

https://anglicaresa.com.au/children-families/relationships/family-relationship-support/
https://anglicaresa.com.au/children-families/relationships/family-relationship-support/


church has some cane love hearts (white) which can be tied onto the pews. They 
may be used free of charge.  
 

11. Hymns and Organ Music –A parish organist is available within the cost of the 
wedding and you can use them to provide entry and exit music, music during the 
signing, and accompaniment for hymns. Some couples opt to arrange other 
musicians to play in the wedding or prefer the use of recorded music. Some opt for a 
combination of the above. Please discuss music options with the priest in your 
preparation sessions.  
 

12. The rehearsal – Usually held during the week leading up to the wedding. The priest 
will arrange this with you.  
 

13. Ushers – It is a good idea to arrange ushers to hand out service booklets and show 
your guests where to sit. We will provide a church verger who can assist and direct 
people to find the bathrooms, find disabled access or with other practical requests.  
 

14. Photographers and video recording – having a record of your wedding is a very 
special part of the wedding ceremony. Please arrange for your photographer and 
video camera operator to discuss with the priest where they may or may not move 
during the service. Flash photography or extra lighting is discouraged as it is highly 
distracting. Thankfully modern photographic equipment usually works very 
effectively without this. The church does not have live-streaming facilities but you 
are welcome to arrange this with another provider.  
 

Where to from here? – A rough timeline 
 

1. Initial contact to parish office to make wedding booking inquiry 
2. Visit parish office to receive information and look at the church 
3. Book a mutually convenient date and pay deposit ($500) 
4. Initial appointment with parish priest to fill out Notice of Intended Marriage and 

show birth certificates, photo identification and (if applicable) divorce/nullity/death 
documentation 

5. Second meeting with parish priest to plan and discuss wedding service 
6. Confirm details regarding music / flowers / decorations with parish secretary 
7. Possible third meeting with parish priest to finalise wedding service 
8. Pay remainder of wedding fee at parish office 
9. Wedding rehearsal for the wedding party and those participating in the wedding 
10. The Wedding Day!!!!  
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